HOXNE HERITAGE WALK
1. The Village Hall.
St Edmund’s Hall was built in 1870 on land belonging to Sir Edward Kerrison 2nd
Baronet [1821-1886]. The design of the building can be compared with the work of the
architect Edward Buckton Lamb [1806-1869].
The hall originally incorporated a reading room with a library and a stage for
entertainments. Architectural features include a plaster bust of Sir Edward Kerrison
above the fireplace, a full length stone statue of St Edmund on the roof and a circular
carved stone depiction of Edmund hiding under Goldbrook Bridge.

site of the Palace of the Bishop of Norwich within an ancient deer park. Oakley Park was
demolished in 1921 and the quadrangular stable block has been converted into a private
residence. Nearby is the old gardener’s cottage and former pleasure grounds to Oakley
Park.
St Mary’s Cross, a memorial to General Sir Edward
Kerrison, used to stand within the pleasure grounds
and can now, in part, be seen at Oak Hill.
St Edmund [841-869] was the son of Alkmund and
Siware and was born in Nuremberg, Saxony.
Edmund was most probably descended from the
kings of East Anglia of the Wuffing line. He was
crowned in 855 at Bures Chapel, Suffolk and
reigned until he was captured and martyred by the
Danish Army, after the Battle of Thetford.
Hoxne is traditionally recognised as his place of
martyrdom. He was canonised by the Catholic
Church and became the first patron saint of
England.

St Edmund under the bridge

Sir Edward Kerrison 2nd Bt

Goldbrook Bridge was rebuilt in 1878 by the Kerrison family. When the new footings
were being dug a number of ancient artefacts were found including an iron spearhead
and horseshoes. The stone and flint walls which support the oak rails are similar in
design to the Village Hall.
Attractive views can be seen from the bridge looking over Pound Meadow to Low Street
with the Swan Inn, Bridge House and church in the distance. The plane tree next to the
bridge is a particularly fine specimen.
The thatched cottages and Village Hall were used in the filming of the PD James
detective novel about Inspector Dalgliesh for the 1991 TV series.
The Carncer, a wooded area between Goldbrook Bridge and the Swan Bridge, was used
as a rear entrance to Hoxne Hall [later known as Oakley Park] which was built on the
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